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Alumni infirmary project under way pg.1 


Band Co. moves pg.2 


A Cadet’s dream 


Come on, now. It’s impossible. Level 
floors, gleaming chrome, waiting rooms. 
A new INFIRMARY! 

That’s no rumor. It is now fact. Pre- 
liminary plans and an architect’s draw- 
ing conceived by the Board of Directors 
of the AMA Alumni Association at its 
October 13 meeting to approve the con- 
struction of the $50,000 building. 

The dream, almost to be turned to 
reality after the vigorous work of V. P. 
Leavel, Jr., a vice-president of American 
Standard Homes of Martinsville, Va. 
(whose son Scott is a student in the 
seventh grade), is to realized with the 
imminent construction of the building 
near Band Barracks. 

With a sincere desire to improve Au- 
gusta, this is the first major undertaking 
of the Alumni Association which began 
in 1970 and now has gained contact with 
1700 graduates of AMA. 

Anyone wishing to contribute to this 
worthy project should contact the Alumni 
Association. 


ONE 


The theater? 


by Paul Cartwright 


“No, no, no,! You’re reading the lines 
all wrong! Put more feeling into it; slow 
down, you’re slurring your words . . 
Now, let’s try it again...” 

Passing by the Big Room one after- 
noon, when no one was supposed to be 
in there, I thought Alfrado and his friends 
were having a little fun or something. I 
looked in and discovered that it was only 
Captain Mike Ridge and Lt. Ken Pfeifer 
preparing for their production of Billy 
Budd, which will be performed sometime 
in March. 


Jon Roberts will show us his talent 
with his rendition of Captain Vere. David 
Saslaw will make you tremble in your 
boots with fear as he performs the Master 
of Arms Claggart, and since no produc- 
tion is complete without a star which 
makes the show, in their infinite wisdom, 
they chose Tom Kennedy to be casted in 
the title role. 

Bit pieces are open so if this brief 
commentary has sparked a flicker of in- 
terest, mosey on down to the Big Room 
some afternoon and if you hear someone 
shouting, “No, no, no! You're reading 
it all wrong; slow down; put more feeling 
into it; you’re slurring the words . 
Now let’s try that again. . .”, you'll 
know you're in the right place. 


Cadets help with Christmas 


by Marty Davis 

Once again the halls of AMA were 
filled with the joyous sounds of holiday 
carols. And once again Augusta spon- 
sored the annual Lynchburg Orphanage 
fund drive with a Christmas talent show. 
This year a great variety of talent was 
displayed. 

Led off by the Junior School with a 
pageant of a religious theme, the corps 
and faculty were next entertained by the 
company choirs. Uhl’s Fools of Band 
Company did an outstanding job despite 
their slicked-back hair. John Morris’ and 
Bob Koffman’s Quartets (of “C” and “B” 
Companies respectively) also gave ex- 
cellent renditions. But the group which 
seemed to standout was “A” Company’s 
Debbie and the Juniors, lead by Larry 
Debnar. Despite their slight forgetfulness, 
they still showed an array of originality 
(with a little help from their friends). 

The talent show, ushering in the Christ- 
mas spirit, raised $469.05 for the Lynch- 
burg Orphanage. Although it was not a 
record amount, it will help these under- 
priviledged children have a merry Christ- 
mas. 


Wanted,Commandart... 
by Corey Koenig 


After nine years as commandant of 
Augusta, Major Charles O. Dillow re- 
signed his position on 31 October. A 
great shock to the Corps, Major Dillow’s 
resignation was looked upon in many dif- 
ferent fashions, 


Most of the officers of the corps were 
the first to hear of the resignation. Emo- 
tions caught many cadets as they realized 
how much of an asset Major Dillow was 
to the Corps. He was the man who dished 
out the punishment, but he was also the 
one who listened over and over to the 
problems and the complaints that many 
cadets brought to him. 


Cadet Col. Robert Missman and Cadet 
Captain Thomas Peifer, shocked and 
saddened by the situation, called an of- 
ficers’ meeting and a final plea for Major 
Dillow to remain as commandant was 
heard. However, the decision was final. 
Replacing Major Dillow in the Comman- 
dant’s Office are Col. John Dekle and 
Capt. Howard Sharp. 


Many knew that life would be different 
without Major Dillow, but most decided 
that this would make them work harder 
to achieve the status as the best cadet 
Corps known to Augusta. 
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Gone south for the winter 


by Brett Thompson 

Every year something new happens 
whether liked or disliked by the cadet 
corps. Last year the wearing of civilian 
clothes was introduced to our way of life. 
This was well liked by all cadets but the 
moving of Band Company wasn’t taken 
too well throughout the corps. 

It has become a tradition for Band 
Company to be in its own separate bar- 
racks, living as “one happy family.” The 
move to Big Barracks didn’t bother the 
new cadets of Band Company as much 
as it did the old ones. The longer a Band 
member is here, the more attached he 
becomes to having living quarters with 
people with whom he has something in 
common, music. 

The first remark heard from a three 
year Band member was, “I’m packing 
my bags and getting out of here.” That 
remark was heard many more times until 
the reason for the move came out. The 
energy crisis finally hit AMA when the 
price of fuel oil tripled. It was better 
financially and better for the members of 
Band Company for their wish has come 
true. They now have HEAT. 

“Last night as one of my Band Broth- 
ers and I were walking along, we spotted 
Band Barracks. He exclaimed, ‘It’s just 
not like it used to be with the people 
walking along the stoops, hearing the 
laughter and having the intense feeling 
inside that Band Barracks has died,’ says 
Rick Uhl. “As I walk towards the PX, 
it is somewhat depressing to see an empty 
barracks in which I have spent most of 
my life here.” 
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The Bayonet staff wishes to express their grati- 


tude to those who purchased advertisements and 
to the patrons who have subscribed. We welcome 
further subscriptions and donations in hopes that 
our paper will bring you information that you 


normally never hear. 
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Mrs. M. H. Livick receives the citation entering Gen. Charles S. Roller, Jr. into the VMI Sports Hall of 
Fame. Superintendent of VMI, Gen. R. L. Irby stands by as Mrs. Livick reminisces the athletic enthusiasm 
portrayed by Gen. Roller as a member of the 1900 VMI Football Team. 


FEEDBACK 


Dear Editor, 

My complaint is simply this. As the 
years have gone by the cadet standards 
have slacked off but the average cadet 
keeps complaining that the school is too 
“rough.” Gentlemen, while you complain 
of your terribly hard life at Augusta, ten 
years ago the same complaint would have 
brought you nothing but a mouthful of 
loose teeth. To those I speak of, your 
problem is very simple. You’re used to 
being pampered and expect the school to 
do the same. “Be Realistic!” You're not 
here as God’s gift to the school, you’re 
here for discipline and most importantly, 
an education. 

I find it hard to find a cadet that says 
nothing unless he’s asked, makes pretty 
fair grades, keeps his appearance good, 
but not perfect, and is always willing to 
help. To this cadet who works for a bet- 
ter school and doesn’t publicize it, never 
complains, and is consistant; I salute you 
with the greatest amount of respect. 

Sincerely, 
A. L. Bell 


Dear Editor: 

As the Corps is well aware, Band Com- 
pany was tossed into the lands of Big 
Barracks, The reasoning was because 
heating oil had become so expensive that 
it was uneconomical to heat Band Bar- 
racks when there was enough room in 
Big Barracks to comfortably fit everyone. 

My complaint is now that we’re over 
here, where is the heat. More often than 
not we wake up into a cold room and also 
go to sleep in a cold room which was 
the same situation as over in Band Bar- 
racks, 

Sincerely, 
Frank Richard Uhl, III 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Make yourself heard by the 


ones that count, 


Parents, Teachers & Administrators 


Write Feedback 


EDITOR’S NOTE: In the last edition (October 26, 1973) it was mistakenly 


reported that Major George Evans is the coordinator and in charge of the 


PX. Mrs. Catherine Berry (Mom) is the manager and was mainly responsible 


for many of the changes made. 
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Stretched out is Dennis Threlkeld as he goes up for a 
rebound. Time and time again Dennis was found 
snatching rebounds, blocking shots, and scoring points. 
Dennis scores over 30 here against Eastern Mennonite. 


by Jim Mitchell 

The varsity basketball team, coached 
by Major Jim Hogg, started off their 
season with a defeat of Eastern Men- 
nonite College JV’s, 98-91. In their sec- 
ond outing, the Madison College JV’s 
squeaked out a 62-61 victory. Rebound- 
ing from this defeat, AMA destroyed 
Lancaster Community College in the first 
home game, December 11, 97-46. 

The mainstays on the team are team 
leader Spencer Williams, and center Den- 
nis Threlkeld. Other members of the 
1973-74 squad are Mal Livick, Phil 
Reese, Calvin Woodson, Sam Harris, Tom 
Peifer, Richard Woodson, and the tallest 
man on the team, Andre Allen. 

From the opening of the Lancaster 
game, the Blue Streaks dominated the 
game. With the halftime score 48-24, it 
was clear that Lancaster was no match 
for Augusta. 

In the second half, the Blue Streaks 
exhibited their fastbreaking and rebound- 
ing to the amazement of the slower Lan- 
caster team. Leading scorers for Augusta 
in this victory were Threlkeld with 23 
points, Williams and Livick with 17 each. 
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Fencing team gets good start 


by Tom McCabe 
Once again fencing season is in full 
swing, and Hoover Hall is filled with the 
sound of clashing blades. Col. Paul Hoov- 
er’s bull-headed bladesmen work out 
every day, perfecting their accuracy and 
quickness in order to retain the coveted 
trophies and banners won in the past. 
Fencing is a veteran sport at Augusta. 
And the team captains are experienced 
with their blades. David Bacon is taking 
porsiaking measures in order to perfect 
is Saber men, while Larry Malnati, with 
help from Capt. David Trimble, is dog- 
gedly whipping his Foil men into shape. 
Tom McCabe’s Epee team, also with the 
help of Capt. Trimble, is assured of a 
winning season. Another victorious season 
is expected because high spirits and ex- 
perience prevails among the team. 


Football team goes unbeaten 


by Corey Koenig 

The 1973 season from the football 
Blue Streaks turned out to be the most 
successful one in many years. Playing 
six games, the Streaks won all but one, 
which they tied, giving them an undefeat- 
ed record of 5-0-1. 

The season’s opener against Hargrave 
was a rout; AMA winning 36-0. Next in 
line came the big SMA game, played on 
our own field. The long awaited game 
proved to be an exciting one, as the 
struggle continued to the last second 
with AMA on top, 14-12. A week later, 
the Streaks traveled to Massanutten and 
returned with a 48-0 shutout. Then came 
Woodberry Forest. After tieing four 
times in the last three years, both teams 
were striving for a victory. AMA control- 
led the game, pulling ahead 6-0 before 
the first half, and confident of a win. But 
with only 32 seconds left, a Woodberry 
receiver slipped behind the defense for a 
touchdown. Once again the game ended 
in a tie, 6-6. 


As a finale, one and a half weeks of 
hard, cold practices occured in prepara- 
tion for the Shrine Bowl with Fishburne. 
Termed as the “big game” of the season, 
a very nervous team and corps spilled into 
Waynesboro High School’s Memorial 
field. Playing with temperatures below 
freezing, AMA surged ahead to control 
the ballgame and avenge last year’s de- 
feat with a 16-12 triumph. 

A great part of the Streak’s success was 
due to the teamwork stressed by Coach 
Sivert Josephson. With an experienced 
offense and a superb defense, unity and 
teamwork were displayed by the unde- 
feated record. 

Outstanding players included Sam Har- 
ris and Phil Reece. Playing tailback and 
quarterback respectively, these two led the 
offense to numerous scores along with Ed 
Dixon, Tom Peifer, and the invincible 
front line. On defense the brick wall, led 
by Charlie Livick, Dave Carter, Web 
Fisher, and Mike Allman, curtailed many 
run attempts and an experienced defen- 
sive backfield stopped the opponent’s 
passing game. 

Commenting on the season, Coach Jo- 
sephson stated that “For a team with 
such little depth, spirit and teamwork 
combined with experience and ability 
gave AMA the best football team and 
season it has seen in a long time.” 


BASKETBALL 

AMA _ 98 EMC JV 91 
AMA 61 Madison College JV 62 
AMA _ 97 Lancaster Community Col. 46 
AMA 75 SMA 89 
AMA = 90 Hargrave 43 
AMA _ 103 EMC JV 74 
AMA 77 VMI JV 89 
AMA = 82 Fork Union 67 
AMA 75 Hargrave 61 

JV BASKETBALL 
AMA = _23 Hargrave 57 
AMA = 33 SMA 65 
AMA 16 Waynesboro High JV 74 
AMA 43 Fork Union 81 
AMA 18 Hargrave 32 


Hot and cold 


by Frank Richard Uhl, III 

The soccer team pulled through with 
a good season. The team which ran hot 
and cold was rewarded with a record of 
3-3-1. 

Under the guidance of Col. Paul Hooy- 
er, the soccer team played hard, but as 
the winds do sway so did they. 

In the last game of the season the 
men in blue found themselves throwing 
the Tandem School of Charlottesville 
right to the showers. 

The starting line-up of this team con- 
sisted of linemen Mike Martens, Rich 
Uhl, Paul Mudamara, and Felix Montes; 
and half-backs David Howard, Larry 
Malnati, Albert Sotomayor, and Mike 
Clay. The fullbacks and goalie were Joe 
DiFranco, Lester Lawter, and Larry Deb- 
nar. 

This year’s season was considered to 
be just a warm up of next year’s season 
when every team will be at the mercy of 
AMA. 
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Wrestling dies again IDS 
The AMA 

wrestling team went down to a resound- 

ing defeat at the hands of their constant 

rival, Apathy. After several years with- 

out a wrestling team, attempts were made 

to renew the sport. Capt. Tom Warring- 

ton and Lt. Robert Moore had been 

working since before school began to see 


that at least a semblance of a wrestling 
team was put together. 

For the first eres days enthusiasm was 
rampant among the corps as many “bar- 
racks bums” found something to do. But 
when it was learned that wrestling re- 
quired WORK, the “don’t bother” atti- 
tude triumphed and after only eight days 
of practice, the team disbanded with only 
three out of the original 34 tryouts left. 
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